CLWB GORPHWYSFA CLUB
37 Stockleys Rd.,
Headington, Oxford OX3 9RH
email harvey@richlloyd.fsnet.co.uk
Dear competitor and helper,
With the race hovering around its 40th anniversary (we celebrate this in 2011) the race organizer should expect
things to go like clockwork – after all there have been 38 or so years to get it right! Without a doubt from a
position of organising we got the weather right! The comments from quite a few combatants suggest that we also
seem to have got the organization right too! ‘Just a quick email to say thank you for the hard work/organising on
the day of the race. I started 10 yrs ago and have now moved into the veterans’ class, where I hope to do a few
more! I can appreciate the effort you all must put into the event.’ A few words that probably say it all for the
organizers and helpers.
But it is not only the competitors who have a good time, I must quote one of the marshal who writes ‘Just to let you
know …had a great day out with the team on Snowdon summit. We will be back next year come sun or rain. (now
there is a commitment for you). Just hope my knees will take it – ah, sod it, they will just have to. Well done to all
your efforts, we now see what it takes to put this on’.
A number of changes introduced following the 2009 problems set the scene. During the months leading up to the
event Andy Middleton’s IT team worked long and hard to launch a system, based at the new race HQ in Capel
Curig, that sounded promising. Having moved on from the Year of the Dibber in 2008 we were now arriving at the
Year of the Osprey Transmitter 2010, an expensive way of keeping an eye on competitors, but as it works then it
must be a good idea. On the day minor blips were ironed out; to say it ran like clockwork may be a minor
exaggeration, but the proof of the pudding was that we had race results, for an extremely complex event by 5
30pm, 30 minutes after the close.
The new lead-in control (Alpha) did not seem to add navigational difficulties and the repositioned Foxtrot Safety
control helped the flow of competitors off Delta. Class D team event changes seemed to work very well; one
wonders why we did not adopt this change some time ago. The new Summit building on Snowdon added a touch
of luxury (??) to the finish control.
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40th year. HARVEY LLOYD. 09 06 10

